DNA

Proved My Genealogy to be Correct!

When did you last say ‘WOW’—or even like a big kid say, ‘yippee!’ | have said this many times in the last
12 months since becoming involved in DNA testing to find answers to fill those missing gaps in my geneal-
ogy. DNA results and your paper trail go together in filling the gaps in your family tree!

In 2008 | wrote a family history about my Swaysland ancestors. | carried out extensive research and even
enlisted a military and naval researcher in the United Kingdom (UK). | included in my book the reason
why | believed that the Australian Swayslands and the New Zealand Swayslands descended from the
same common ancestor, Thomas Augustus Swaysland, born 1797 in Shoreditch, London. The Australians
descending from Edward (John) Swaysland, and the New Zealand Swayslands, Stephen Adolphus
Swaysland. Stephen and Edward were brothers. Clive Swaysland from Australia shared my belief. How-
ever there were some who needed more proof. At the time Clive and | agreed (tongue in cheek) that on-
ly DNA will prove we were right. Little did we know at the time that this would become a reality!

| have been interested in genealogy for many years. My interest was influenced by my mother, Mabel
Kelly (nee Douglas). Mum loved to talk about her mother Margaret (Maggie) Swaysland, frequently say-
ing to ‘us kids’ (there were five of us) ‘If Mum was here she wouldn’t let you get away with that’! Always
in the nicest possible way as | always got the feeling that Granny must have been a lovely lady. Sadly |
never knew my Granny Swaysland as she died in 1949 when | was only 11 months old. Mum would often
go through the generations to let us know who our ancestors were on her mother’s side. She didn’t need
to say much about Granddad Douglas’ side nor Dad’s, as many of these descendants were still in the Mo-
tueka area where | was born.

Mum’s mother’s side of the family
was a different story. She would tell
us: Maggie’s grandfather was Ste-
phen Adolphus Swaysland, her father
was Thomas Augustus Swaysland,
and he married Elizabeth Kivell. Eliza-
beth Kivell was the daughter of John
Kivell and Mary Jane Old and Mary
Jane Old was the daughter of Richard
Old and Jane Liddicoat from Cornwall.
What mum didn’t know at the time,
was that she had missed a genera-
tions. In fact Mary Jane Old was the

illegitimate daughter of Richard and
Jane Old’s oldest daughter Jane Old.
But that’s another story!

Above right: The family of Thomas Augustus Swaysland, (son of Stephen Adolphus Swaysland ) taken in Tara-
naki, circa 1900 L-R standing; William John, Edward Bennett, James Richard Sitting; Thomas Augustus (father)
Thomas Alfred (Alf) Elizabeth (mother- Lizzie- nee Kivell) and Margaret (Maggie) Swaysland. (My Granny)



While mum could tell you who descended from whom in almost the entire Motueka district, what |
found most interesting was that she could not tell me anything about her Swaysland ancestors nor why
and when Stephen Adolphus Swaysland came to New Zealand — it was a compete mystery to her! The
names Stephen Adolphus and Thomas Augustus Swaysland always fascinated me as they were not plain
names like most of my ancestors! | had reconciled myself to the fact | would never know where our
Swaysland ancestry came from.

In 1989, when working for Telecom in Wellington, one day | was talking with a customer who was arrang-
ing to have her telephone connected — her name was Swaysland. | commented ‘my grandmother was a
Swaysland’, and she mentioned that she was married to a Swaysland.

It wasn’t long after the ‘Swaysland’ customer had left, that | received a phone call - it was Alf Swaysland.
Alf Swaysland was mum’s first cousin although she had never met him. Alf worked on The Terrace in
Wellington and | was not far away in Willis Street. Alf’s daughter-in-law had called him to tell him about
our conversation in the Telecom Centre. So Alf come down to see me and we had a long chat as to how
we fitted into the family. | asked Alf if he knew when Stephen Adolphus
Swaysland had arrived in New Zealand. Alf didn’t know but did know
that there was mention of him in the book, Terawhiti and the Goldfield
by James Brodie. The book recorded that in the Makara Valley, Stephen

Adolphus Swaysland, late sergeant in the Royal Hussars, had obtained an
80 acre entitlement. | was intrigued! Alf also told me of an elderly lady

in Petone, Victoria May Swaysland, who was the daughter of Richard
Swaysland, Stephen Adolphus Swaysland’s son. My great grandfather,
Thomas Augustus Swaysland’s (not to be confused with his grandfather |
with the same name, born in 1797) and Richard were brothers.

Left, two of Stephen’s sons:
Sitting; Charles Frederick
Swaysland, standing, Richard
John Swaysland.

Right: Victoria May Swaysland

I wasted no time and rang Victoria May Kepple (nee Swaysland)
known as May. May was in her 90s - | visited May on two or
three occasion and even took mum out to meet her when she
came to Wellington to visit me. Having had very little to do with
her Swaysland relations, mum was moved to meet her mother’s
first cousin and they both had a tear in their eyes when they said
good bye.

May told me the story as told to her by her father. Richard said
his mother, Margaret Ann Bennett died in 1869 after giving birth
to twins. The twins did not survive. (Margaret Ann Swaysland is
buried in the Historical Churchyard of Christ Church, Taita in the
Hutt Valley) After the death of his wife, Stephen Adolphus
Swaysland said he was going south to look for work.




Stephen put his four sons aged from 3 to 9, into the care of four different famers in the Hutt Valley near
Wellington. The sons were, Thomas Augustus, Richard John, Charles Frederick and John Forster
Swaysland. Their father never returned nor saw them ever again! This story staggered me—how could a
man leave his children like this!

It was not until they were adults that a chance meeting reunited the four boys. One day (in the 1890s,
Jack (John Forster) Swaysland, who was a drover in Featherston, had driven cattle from the Wairarapa
over the Rimutaka Hills to the Gear Meat Company. When talking with one of the men at the Gear Meat
Company, the man on hearing his name, asked him if he knew Dick Swaysland in Petone. Jack said ‘yes, |
think he would be my brother’. The man told him if he went down to the Victoria Inn at a certain time,
he would find Richard there. And so the four boys eventually met up again.

While | was far from impressed by the fact that the boys had been deserted, | was still fascinated about
the ancestry of Stephen Adolphus Swaysland and his military career. At one point, | wondered why | was
wasting time carrying on researching my great, great grandfather who had not only deserted his children
but | was later to find he was also a bigamist. In 1858 when he married my great, great grandmother,
Margaret Ann Bennett, at St Peter’s Church, Wellington, he was still married to a woman in Australia! |
will tell more about that later. However the saving grace from my perspective, was when | found a 1859
Coroners Report at Archives New Zealand, on an inquest, held at the Ames Arms Inn in Johnsonville. The
inquest was as a result of Margaret Ann Swaysland having given birth to a still born baby.

| felt differently about my great great grandfather after reading what a witness, Sarah Telby said at the
Inquest The woman she is referring to is Margaret Ann Swaysland:

I had never seen the woman previous to four days before her confinement. She told me that

her parents would like her to go home but her husband was too kind an husband to her that
she did not want to leave him.

Her

sarah X Telby
Mark

The Coroner’s Report of the Inquest provided a mine of information about my Bennett ancestors, includ-
ing the fact that they did not like their son-in-law. There had been an altercation between them as stated
in the Report. Thomas and Margaret Bennett were my 3 X great grandparents who had arrived in Welling-
ton in 1841 with their daughter Margaret Ann Bennett on the ship Katherine Stewart Forbes.

It was interesting to see that all witnesses (including Thomas and Margaret Bennett) at the Inquest, ex-
cept Stephen Swaysland, were illiterate and X marked their signature. Below and on the following page,
are extracts from the Coroner’s report stated:

Thomas Bennett being sworn stateth | am a farmer and | reside on the Porirua Road the
woman who has had the child upon whose body the present enquiry arises is my only daugh-
ter She has not been in good health for the past three years | do not know that her health
has been worse since her marriage.

His
Thomas X Bennett

Mark

Continued next page



Margaret Bennett being sworn stateth | am the wife of Mr Bennett and reside at Porirua Road
Margaret Swaysland is my daughter | believe she has lately been confined of a child. On Thurs-
day morning Mrs Telby came and told me my daughter had been confined Mrs Telby told me
the child was still born | went and saw my daughter | believe my daughter was happy with her
husband she said nothing to me about being frightened at any time during her pregnancy .
She enjoyed pretty good health lately.

Her

Margaret X Bennett
Mark

Margaret Bennett being again called in says upon oath that her daughter has just told her
that she the daughter never told the preceding witnesses that she had been frightened by the
quarrel between her husband and mother.

Stephen Adolphus Swaysland being sworn stateth | am the husband of Margaret Swaysland
she had been in bad health three years before she was married. Since her pregnancy she has
had a fall down stairs she has been frightened on two occasion this last time and the time pre-
vious were caused by altercations between me and her parents the last time she held by me
and was inclined to faint and appeared to be excited and as her arms were ??? down me | put
her down on the mat on the floor.

S. 4. Swaysland.

All the above informations were severally taken and acknowledged the 29 day of January in
the year of the above written before me S W Curd -

Coroner

Judging by the article below in the Wellington Independent newspaper of 1863, the issues between Ste-
phen and his in-laws continued.

Below: The Wellington Independent, 3 October 1863

RESIDENT MAGI3STRATE'S COURT.
HITTT.
WeDNEaDAY. SUTH SEPTEMBER. 1863
(Before A, Ludlam and J. Jackson, Esqs., J.Ps.)
C. England v. Wm. Abbott—Debt 19s~—Judg.
ment for amount and costs, 73. Thos., Darey was
charged by Captain Ludlam, with a breach of the
Militin Aot—Jjudgmenct was reserved. Another
charge againat the same defendant by Captain Lud.
lam,for another breach of the Militia Act, not at.
tending drill on the 8:h, 15th, and 22nd Augast,
was withdrawn. 8. A. Swaysland was echarg ed with
assaulting Thomas Beunett—The charge was
withdrawn.




In defence of my great, great grandfather, whatever his faults, it is clear that he was a kind man. Not only
did his wife not want to leave him, but just prior to his death in 1888, when living in an old men’s home
in Thames, he was recognised for his kindness on more than one occasion. The below report from the

committee confirms recognition of his kindness.

Right: The Thames Star, 13 November 1888

Over the years | have found out a great deal about Stephen
Adolphus Swaysland and collectively they add up to a per-
son who | would possibly call a rogue. However it is all very
well making judgements when we did not live in those
times.

The children born to Stephen and Margaret Swaysland are
below:

Unnamed Still born - Johnsonville, January 1859

Stephen Adolphus & Margaret Ann (twins) b Wellington 18
November 1860—did not survive.

Thomas Augustus b Hutt, 13 December 1861 d 24 Feb 1931

Charles Frederick b Hutt, 1863 d 6 April 1942 (buried with his

Richard John b Hutt, 1865 d 1948 Lower Hutt.

John (Jack) Forster b Hutt 3 January 1867 d 6 December 1915

Ellen Rebecca b 6 October 1868 d November 1868

Twins unnamed b 1869 died 30 September 1869

Rexovar.—In the course of his report
the Relieving Officer mentiened: that a
man named Brown, who had been receiviag
charitable aid for the last two years, had
been removed from Shellbask Creek to
Karaka Road. The man was in & very
helpleas condition through infirmities,
which unfortunately were of sach a char.
acter that he could not be admitted into
the Hospital, but Dr. Williams had at-
tended to him, and he was now somewhat
better. He (the Relieving Officer) had
got S. Swaysland, one of the inmates of the
01d Men’s Home, to look aftsar him, and
he could not speak in too high terms of
Swaysland’s humane and kindly feeling in
carrying out the daties. He recom-
mended that the Board should make him
some-moonetary sllowance for his work.,—
Agreed to. :

mother).

So, about 1870, Stephen moved south having placed
his four boys in the care of farmers in the Hutt Valley.

In Christchurch, 1872 he married Ann Elizabeth Ken-

Ada Johnson

Name:

Age: 7
Birth Year: abt 1873
Birthplace: MNew Zealand

nington. Stephen was 48 and she was 17! They had
two daughters; Ada Jane Swaysland, born 1873 and
Minnie Gertrude Swaysland, born 1874. By 1875 Ann
had left Stephen for a younger man - James Cunning-
ham Johnson. They ran away together to Auckland. |
confess that at this point | felt Stephen had got his
Sadly, on 3 May 1875 Minnie Ger-
trude Swaysland died aged 9 months.

come-uppance.

It was not long before Ann left James and their son
George, born to them in Auckland and fled to Ameri-
ca. The last record of Ada Jane Swaysland was in the
1880 United States Federal Census for Alameda Cali-
fornia—as indicated on the right. By now she was
known as Ada Johnson and aged 7. There was no sign
of her mother on census night and | have never been

able to trace what happened to Ada Jane Swaysland.

Home in 1880:

Meighbors:

Cannot read/write:
Blind:

Deaf and dumb:
Otherwize disabled:
Idiotic or insane:

Houzehold Members:

Cakland, &lameda, California

Race: White
Gender: Female

Marital Status:  Single
Father's Birthplace: England
Mother's Birthplace: England

View others on page

View image

Name Age
George Parry 50
Martha Parry 49

Evangeline Ballou
Ada Johnson
Sarah Thomas

Charles Thomas




So Who Were the Swayslands?

Stephen Adolphus Swaysland, born in 1824, Brighton, England, was the son of Thomas Augustus
Swaysland (born 1797) and Mary Ann Garbett (born 1800). Sadly, Thomas Augustus Swaysland, my 3 x
great grandfather died in June 1841 just two weeks after the 1841 Census of England was taken. Stephen
was one of 10 children born to Thomas Augustus and Mary Ann Swaysland. Their children all born in
Brighton, England were:

Thomas Augustus baptised 28 March 1820

Stephen baptised 13 Jan 1822 —died as a child
Mary Ann baptised 18 May 1823

Stephen Adolphus baptised 17 July 1825

John Foster baptised 3 June 1827

Charles Frederick baptised 1831

Ellen Augusta baptised 7 July 1833

Henry Alfred baptised 1835

Maria Addison baptised 29 March 1837

Edward John baptised 30 November 1838

Below is a copy of the 1841 English Census Record for the Parish of Ifield taken June 1841. The
Swayslands are listed in column 1, 5th from the bottom and column 2, the first three entries. The old-
est boys Thomas and Stephen had left home by 1841.
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There is no doubt that Thomas Augustus Swayslands death changed the lives of the family. However, the
mother, Mary Ann Swaysland (nee Garbett), must have been left fairly well off as on all Census records
until her death in 1873, she was living by her own means. Stephen’s sister, Maria Addison Swaysland
married well. On 8 March 1856 she married The Right Honorable Robert Rainey Best. Robert Rainey Best,
was the son of William Samuel Best, 2nd Lord Wynford.

This is indicative of the type of family MARRIAGES.

Stephen was born into. If Stephen had (m Eilm-ﬂ-{, the Eh inst, atthe parish chorch, Fensinglon, th
‘ ‘ Hon, Robert Bainey Bet, to ?I-Iariai.W..ﬂu:muu-:.L Swupland, muugm:

remained in England, he would most danghterof the lata T. A Seapdand, Baq, of Orasley, Sumet,

certainly not have married the daughter

IFTILIFELATANT, Do IUO

of an illiterate emigrant in New Zea- BEST, the Hon. Roszzr Ramy, of The Rov-

land. dens, Devon.

Youngest son of William Samuel, 2nd Lord Wypf:_:rd,
who ¢, 1869, by Jans, youngest dan. of William
Thoyts, Fsq., of Suthampstead Park, Berks; & 1834 ;

Maria Addison Best died 1881. Her #. 1at 18566 DMaria Addison, who £ 1581, youngest
C - dan. of Thomas A. Swaysland, Esq., of Crawley, Sussex,

husband remarried in 1882 as indicated and haz a daw., Muriel Heorletta Louiss; 2nd 1882
in the record on the right from the Meynella Katherine Hilds, eldost dau. of tha late
. . Frederick A, P, Wood, Capt. R. Marines ; was formerly
Counties Families of England. Capt, Gren, Guards and 21st Fusiliers,— ke Rowdens,

Torguay ; Constitutional (lud, w.c.

Above: An entry from the “Counties Families of England”

Records for the East Sussex Record Office dated 6 Jan 1824, indicate that Thomas Augustus Swaysland,
was “Clerk to the Attorney,” dealing with mortgages. This would add weight to the entry in the 1841 Cen-
sus, recording his occupation as a “Conveyancer”’. What we also know from 'Brighton Town and Brighton
People' by A Dale (1976), is that Thomas Augustus Swaysland was appointed as “Clerk to the Commis-
sioner” of Brighton on 9th August 1826 at a salary of £50 per annum. In November 1826, he was allowed
to exchange posts and become “Collector of Rates” at £120 per annum. His remuneration was increased
to £150 per annum in 1835. On Thomas’ wife, Mary Ann’s Death Certificate, some 30 years later, under
the heading occupation, it is recorded “Widow -Thomas Augustus Swaysland - Barrister”. For the rec-
ord, there were ultimately three Thomas Augustus Swayslands; the father, the son and the grandson.

To establish more about Stephen Adolphus Swaysland’s military career in the 10th Royal Hussars, re-
sulting in his land grant, as mentioned previously, | enlisted the aid of a military researcher in England.
The researcher was able to find that not only did Stephen join the military (1843) but so did his brothers;
Thomas Augustus and Charles Frederick Swaysland—all commencing service with the 12™ Lancers.
Thomas Augustus remained in the Army for some years and then became a prison officer- he never left
England. Charles Frederick did not last long in the 12th Lancers and was retired medically unfit—he was
later to die of typhoid aged 26 on 1863 in Melbourne, Australia .

While | wrote much about Stephen’s other siblings and their lives in the 2008 family history, in the story |
will deal with the facts as found out about Stephen Adolphus Swaysland and then later his brother Ed-
ward John Swaysland. It is the DNA from the descendants of these two who ultimately proved my suppo-
sitions.



Stephen Adolphus Swaysland:

By July 1846, Stephen had become Corporal Swaysland, in the 10th Royal Hussars and in the muster for
May-August 1846, he is listed as 'On voyage to Bombay. On board Hindustan.' From the July 1846 until
the March 1847 muster, Corporal S Swaysland was stationed with the “10" Royal Hussars” in Kirkee, In-
dia. Stephen remained at Kirkee until 1851. On 9 July 1850 he was promoted to Sergeant. The “10th Reg-
iment of Royal Hussars Return of Marriage” also records his marriage to Ann Daldy, a “widow of a sol-
dier” on 1 July 1850. On 3 June 1851 Sergeant Stephen Adolphus Swaysland was discharged by purchase.
This meant he paid to be released from the Ar-
my.

It was the marriage to Ann Daldy that made him

a bigamist in years to come.

The next official record of Stephen Swaysland
was his dismissal from The Sydney Constabulary
in July 1854 - see the record on the right. The

charge being a recommendation for dismissal for

drunkenness and frequent absence from duty!

| was intrigued to find the below notice in Syd-

ney Morning Herald, Friday, 4 May 1860. By now

Stephen was ‘married’ again and in New Zealand
- his brother Charles Frederick Swaysland was

looking for him. No doubt he had mentioned the
words 12th Lancers to draw his attention should
Sadly | doubt
that they ever found each other before Charles
died of Typhoid in Melbourne in 1963.

Stephen see this advertisement.

Below: From the Sydney Morning Herald, Fri-
day, 4 May 1860

r NTEFHEN A, sWAYSUAND, son of Lo Iats

T. A. ~waraland, Fa, of Beightoa, wiil npply to Mr

J. CHAPMAN, but her, 44, Lower Goorge-atroet, ba
wil v Lis Hrether Churles,

Translated the advertisement said :

s v’*‘z“'{i’f‘“"”il,{;"_‘d (e (Tt | — - ...i......-u;
If STEPHEN A. SWAYSLAND, son of rmifosg T L R o A,
the late T. A. Swaysland, Esq , of Bright- I_;("P M"’g""‘ "":'7'5/ gl 4;_"3,’.,..;:.;.‘-' = ;:;L-. oy
on, will apply to Mr J. CHAPMAN, B iy S e — .
butcher, 44, Lower George-street, he will oy el e A L 10 - i
. PRSI ey W— o Mdmiaies b Sa e may e |
find his Brother Charles. R .h-f?é« - il n

On the right, for the record, is the mar-
riage certificate of Annie Swaysland to
Michael Byrne in Melbourne Australia in

August 1862. Annie is recorded as a widow. Also recorded is ‘husband died 27 February 1856’.

It would

seem that Stephen Adolphus Swaysland did a ‘disappearing act’. He became the ‘ghost who walked.” In

October that year, he sailed to New Zealand.



Having been dismissed from the Sydney Constabulary, Stephen joined the Police in Hobart, Tasmania.
You really have to admire his spunk! Once again he got himself in strife as reported below. | was particu-
larly amused at the Chief Magistrates comments in paragraph three on the right.

Below: The Hobarton Mercury Monday 9 July 1855
——

Bofore the Chief Police Magistrate and M. §.
Moses.

Jolphns S o ehr.:.tfb-th ot
was

|mnd:”n=-.m ar pau“’ k’.ﬁ:
. uence © r on
%t.of the 4th n,tant; Wwhea Mr Bymons

r Hutton, who having heen sworn; stated,
that on the n ghtin question, he saw the de-
fendant in Elisubeth-street, and follewed him
the police office about ten o’clock; he had
ferale in charge who was the worse for
| Hquor ; the constable was the same; the
| woman had hold of his arm, and both were
vary chatty and very friendly : witotsafollowed
them 10 the station bhouse, where the consia-
ble charged the female with drunkenness ; he
Mr Hutton, conaidered the woman had been
decoyed } the copstable wus not it for duty,
peither be nor the female was drunk. (The
fondrcd \vlwo: ;me ':.ulk Stewart, was tried
yesterday and pleaded quilcy )

D C&-nmon stated that he was on dtit
st the watch-howse;, on the night of the 4t
instant; the defendant brought in a woman
whom he charged with belng drunk ; while he
was in the watch-house Mr Hutton came is,
and called witness's attention to the defendant

be considered more drunk theu the
female ;
he was

%

>5

the defendant was perfectly suber |

was sober also when the men were mus-

md;hhcudwdmhh:.m in the
was '

to call
ence, and dis-

s

CHARGE OF DRUNKENNESS AGAINST A
CONSTABLE.
SYMONS V. SWAYSLAND.

This was an information against a constable for be-
ing under the influence of liquor on the night of
Wednesday last.

Mr Hutton deposed that about ten o'clock on the night
in question he followed constable 69, down Elizabeth-
street, he having a female in-charge at the time; she
had hold of his arm, and was the worse for liquor ; the
constable was in the same state. When witness came
opposite to his house he thought surely he could not he
taking her to the watch house he followed on close and
found they were very chatty together. Witness followed
them into the" watch house, when the constable leaned
on the bar. Witness went in and said if the woman was
under -the influence of liquor, so was the constable, and
he considered the woman had been escorted to the
watch house. He must add, however, that there was no
un-be-coming language used. It seemed to him the con-
stable had just decoyed her in. Not a word was said by
either that any one could find fault with.

Witness's opinion was that the constable was not fit for
duty and he (Mr Hutton), was instigated to lay this com-
plaint. In Edinburgh and Glasgow, the police handed
drunken persons from one to another. Mr Burgess
(lustily) We don't do that here or we should never have
a drunken case.

Cross-examined —The female was the worse for drink. The gentleman who took the charge put

you through your facings.

D C. Hamilton deposed that he was on duty on the night in question. Remembered the defendant
bringing in a woman for being drunk. Whilst he was taking the charge Mr Hutton came in and
said the constable was more intoxicated than the woman. Witness put him through his facings
and from his genial appearance he deemed him perfectly sober. Witness saw him mustered that
evening he was sober the. Defendant's conduct has been remarkably good since he has been in

the police.

By Mr Hutton Your impression was that the man was intoxicated. The woman was too 'drunk to

stand up he was trying to hold her.

The Chief Police Magistrate. The woman was brought before me yesterday, and acknowledged

that she was drunk, and was punished.

Defendant said he wished to call witnesses; Their worships (Messes. Burgess and S. Moses) did
not think it necessary, and they at once dismissed the case.



Having had another close call in his role as a policeman, on 1 September 1855, Stephen was appointed
as a Letter Carrier. See the 1855 Annual Official, Financial and Statistical reported below. Stephen was

appointed on an annual salary of £102 6s.

| There is evidence that his Annie

: Swaysland was still with him at this
s : - point. It was not until 1856 that he
did a disappearing act and moved to
By vhom eppeisted, Assed Sddery | From what Pond
ormc. wanE oyt b anter e - New Zealand.
oo whet Totrument. | or Avmy Souting. | Subey topeia
Stephen A Swaysland arrived on the
ship Mimmie Dyke as an emigrant
; _' under the Vogel Provincial Govern-
: ‘ﬁ"“t““ Gt ment Scheme. As he signed a prom-
5 L PR =' “:s‘_I 7, i issory note, agreeing to pay back
g ;JW I money for his voyage, he must have
. mgalanit |/ S been short on funds!

NEW ZEALAND
GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.
(PROVINCE OF WELLINGTON.)

Publinbed bp Authorite.

(his Gazette, with any Official Signolure
o made to those persons

1 Public Notification Rich appear in
& Al ' ic Notifications »

Aerewnte annexed, are (o be considered as Official Communicalion
e 0 L

10 whom they relate, and are to be obeyed accordingly.
By i Honor's command,

WILLIAM FITZIERBERT, Provincial Secrelery.

J | 37 No. 2
WEDNESDAY, FEBRL ARY 4, 17

vor 1)

ot Karshore, labourer
Swassland, Ste phen, Wellington, servant ¥
Swinbourne, James, Lambton quay, pablican
' Lwinton, George, River Hutt, sanyer

' Left is the 2nd edition of the New Zealand
Government Gazette. Stephen Swaysland is
listed as a servant. This would be a servant of
the crown. In view of this, | suspect he once
again he became a policeman as the newspa-
per report below suggests.

| contacted the New Zealand Police Archivist
but she advised that there was no record kept
.| of Wellington Policemen at this stage.

. Monday, 31st December.
lievy v. Buck—Debt £6 128, 8d.
Judgment by consent tor amount,
Bilk v. vudd—Breach of the Constabu-
lary Force Ordinance, (autionpd and

Right: Resident Magistrates Court. The Wellington
Independent, 4 January 1861

discharged.
Swaysland v, Johnston—Charged with
dronkenness. Fined 6s.

Stephen Adolphus Swaysland was and educated man and this would have put him in good stead when it
came to getting what would be defined as a good job in Australia and New Zealand.

Over the ensuing years, until he left his family in about 1870 he

appeared on numerous electoral rolls and at one stage lived in
Mulgrave Street in Wellington—the current home of Archives
New Zealand. By 1861 he had moved to the Hutt Valley and
become a gardener. Ironically the last electoral roll he was on 64
prior to death was for Thames NZ and listed as a gardener at
the hospital. | am sure it was his life-style that was his downfall

in life and not because he was a bad person.

DEATH, I

SWAvsLAND, =0n the 14th instant at the
Men's Home, Stephen Swaysland, aged

The Funeral will leave the Hospital at 2
o'clock TRHIS DAY

Above : The Thames Advertiser, 15 December 1888
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Edward John Swaysland

Having accounted for all of Stephen A Swayslands siblings throughout my research, | had still not worked
out what exactly happen to Edward. | began to realise that Edward John Swaysland was in fact more
than likely, John Swaysland who had settled and married in Australia.

The more information the UK researcher sent me, the more intrigued | became. It would appear that on
11 September 1851, aged 13 years 6 months, Edward J Swaysland, Stephen’s brother, was enlisted on
the HMS Victory as a “School Apprentice”. His date of service was from 11 September 1851 to 18 July
1852. Edward was only to serve about eight months on the HMS Victory, as he took ill and was dis-
charged from the Navy Hospital Haslar on 18 July 1852, having spent two and a half months of his service
in the Navy hospital.

Below are just some of the names on the Haslar Hospital Patients list. Edward J Swaysland from the HMS
Victory is the first on the list and listed as a ‘Boy’. He was certainly in interesting company judging by the
nature of the ailments of numerous other sailors; syphilis, gonorrhoea to name a couple!

The disease Edward was suffering from was Pleurodynia. This day and age the disease is listed as uncom-
mon complication of coxsackievirus B infection and is defined as the sudden occurrence of lancinating
chest pain attacks, commonly associated with fever, malaise, and headaches. Coxsackievirus B is an RNA
Enterovirus, which usually causes an asymptomatic or brief upper respiratory tract or gastroenteric infec-
tion. In rare cases, other severe sequelae of coxsackievirus B infection develop, including meningitis and
carditis. Coxsackievirus B infection occurs most commonly in children younger than 15 years. In any
event, he must have been very ill.
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Edward Swaysland’s illness was not to be life threatening as after being discharged from Haslar Naval
Hospital and the HMS Victory, Edward returned to the Royal Navy joining the HMS Rolla and then the
HMS Brisk of London. Edward was recorded as aged 17 and an “Ordinary Seaman” on board the HMS
Brisk on a voyage from August to December 1853 on a voyage from London to Newcastle and then Con-
stadt (really spelt Cronstadt) a Baltic port.

After his discharge from the HMS Brisk, Edward Swaysland was to sign up on a ship called the American
Lass. This was a British ship, registered at Glasgow. The American Lass departed London on 28 January
1854 arriving back in Glasgow on 26 February 1855. The ship had completed a round trip to Australia.
Edward Swaysland, Ordinary Seaman, aged 17, born in Brighton, was discharged from the ship American
Lass, at Sydney Australia on 17 June 1854.

Below: The record of seaman’s tickets. Edward Swaysland is below his brother, Charles Frederick Swaysland.
This record is rather difficult to read, but records Edward Swaysland as being on the ship HMS Brisk in 1854,
prior to sailing for Australia on the American Lass on 28 January 1854. He disembarked in Sydney 17 June
1854
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Another compelling reason | was convinced that Edward John had called
himself John on arrival in Australia was that like his brother Stephen, his
children were given the family names Stephen, Thomas, Edward John. [
Charles and Henry. '

Left: Edward John (John) Swaysland, Stephen
Adolphus Swaysland’s youngest brother
(standing) with sons L to R John and Stephen

| found a rather telling report, as seen on the next page, in the Sydney
Morning Herald of 12 June 1854. It is because of this report that | thought #
Edward may have decided to change his name to John.
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Below: From The Sydney Morning Herald 14 June 1854

_ Bdwisd Swaysland, a young and intelligent-looking | This is the last report | have about Edward
lad, belongins to the American Lass, was brought be- o o
fore the Court on the charge of absenting himself with- [John Swaysland until his marriage in 1860.
out leave. Constable Cassidy deposed that on the | N6\ known as John, he married Eliza Lewin.
previous evening, about 5 o'clock, he saw the prisoner !
running up George-street with his head bare and his | Their children were:
face covercd with blood. Upon asking him what was
the matter, the lad replied that tha mate had knocked |e John Swaysland b: 1863

him down and threatened to kill him, and he (the |, Stephen Swaysland b: 25 Jan 1868
yrisoner] was then in the act of going to the Water i

}’nlu‘c Office to lay a complaint. Ina few minutes |¢  Edward Swaysland b: 1874

after the captsin of the vessel came up and gave the |o Elizabeth (Betsy) Swaysland b: 1870
boy into c\\;a;n\ulﬁ‘ for abaeminfg }):in:;elf thhoix’;'l:a;e. . Anne Swaysland b: 1872

Cuptain M‘Kellur, master of the American , de- ]

pn-l? d that about hulf-past 4 o’clock on the previous |° Martha Swaysland b: 1880
day he heard a noise on  deck, and going |[*  Thomas Swaysland b: 1885

up he saw the mate and the boy bleed- (o Charles Swaysland b: 4 Dec 1887
ing, and the latter kicking the former. The Henrv Swavsland b: 1893

boy immeudiately made his escape, and wgtness y y '
followad and gave bim into custody ; did not know
the origin of the quarrel, but believed the boy was in-
toxicated, an offince of which he had beea guiity on
several occasions lately.  The bench discharged the
prisoner on the ground that he had a perfect right to
come to the Police Office, and make a complaint if he
thought proper.  His worship added that if the boy
felt so disposed he was quite at liberty then to take
out a surnmons against the mate, ‘

£'"-‘t“"“ CERTIFIED COPY FURNISHED UNDER PART V OF THE
. - ! REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES ACT, 1973

MARRIAGE REGISTERED IN NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA.
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: BT« Wi |
| e : QL o e T "5;,‘,‘, gy .
Sho o'l :"‘-'u‘
st ‘
l ‘ a1
e ! ’ Sitoko
g Lo Flsre ““‘H.,"-‘" |
R  Wamt d s '{
e o |
o jl&A/ M B

"""""‘{ 27 - ' j

—

By (o ) T b k. Oing M o g,

L

I JOHN BRETTELL HOLLIDAY. HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS A TRUE COPY OF PARTICULARS RECORDED IN A REGISTER
KEPT BY ME. P o2
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»
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75SUED AT SYONEY, 10TH MARCH. 1980 PRINCIPAL REGISTRAR.

Above: the marriage certificate of John (Edward John ) Swaysland. John advised that his father was an
officer in the army. It is interesting to note that the information written under the headings birthplace
and Father’s occupation, has been entered by a different person than the person writing the original
document. Was it because this information was provided later—and what can we read into this? John
would not have known his father Thomas Augustus Swaysland as he died when he was only a year old.
Because he had three brothers in the army at one time maybe he thought this was the case. We will

never know why this entry was made.
What we do know now is that DNA has given us some answers!
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And so to DNA Testing

In December 2011, | received an email from Clive Charles Swaysland in Australia. Clive said he was off to
a seminar about DNA and would let me know the outcome. True to his word, Clive got back to me with
the particulars of a company called Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) in America. There are a number of organi-
sations who perform DNA testing for genealogical purposes but FTDNA have a large data base and is
growing all the time. Clive said to prove our common ancestor, we need to have a male from the family
to test the Y-DNA. With both of us being very new at this DNA ‘business’, | asked my brother Leith to test.
He was happy to oblige and we duly arranged the sample and posted it off to Texas. However, it wasn’t
long before Clive came back and said sorry, we actually need a Swaysland male and did | know anyone?

The only Swaysland male | had met at that point was Ivan Swaysland in the Hutt Valley. When | was
writing the family history, | visited Ivan and he provided me with a lot of information for the book. |then
remembered Ivan’s son Michael (Mike) Swaysland. Mike had requested several books from me so |
hoped that he would be interested. | should add that up until then | had never met or spoken to Mike.

So | plucked up courage and rang Mike! You can imagine how dubious it must have sounded, this
strange woman ringing and asking to have his DNA tested. | could tell he was a suspicious and then it
dawned on him who | was! He said “Are you the person who wrote the family history?” “Yes” | said. “Of
course | will,” came the reply, “mum would kill me if | didn’t!” Sadly Mike’s mother Shirley died in 2005.
Having been an ardent genealogist, she would be right behind our DNA ‘project’.

| have since met Mike when he and his wife Katrina came down from Napier and dropped in to pick up
the kit | had organised for Ivan, Mike’s father, to test—yes Ivan agreed to test too. We chuckled about
my phone call and he said all sorts went through his mind until it dawned on him | was the person who
wrote the family history.

DNA is a very complex subject and what it boils down to is at the moment there are three main tests that
are carried out depending on what you want to achieve — yes an expensive hobby! But as | point out to
those who ask, no more expensive than yearly golf subs and far less expensive than overseas trips. | have
included the link to the FTDNA company. This will explain what DNA testing involves.

http://www.familytreedna.com/

The three basic Genealogy DNA tests are:

Y-DNA - can only be taken by a male and only shows the father line. Your father, his father, his father and
so on. This is the test that Clive, lvan and Mike Swaysland took to prove we had a common ancestor in
Thomas Augustus Swaysland. | need to point out at this stage, Y—DNA cannot say categorically that
Thomas was the exact person. To do that he would have to be living and take a paternity test. However,
given the research and results it is unlikely to be someone else!

MT-DNA - (mitochondrial) can be taken by either men or women, is inherited from your mother but only
shows your mother’s line. i.e your mother, her mother, her mother and so on. It shows the early migra-
tion patterns. However the mutation is so gradual that it only shows very deep ancestry, thousands of
years ago. Since you can't tell if a match is 3 generations or 23, this test is not generally useful for geneal-

ogy.
See next page for third test type.
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Autosomal DNA: This test can be taken by ether sex and potentially shows all ancestors (cousins) for
up 5 generations, and some ancestors even further back.

Having requested the Y-DNA results for Clive and Mike, they duly arrived and we were very pleased to
see that the Y-DNA match was as we expected. Just to make certain, lvan Swaysland, Mike’s father also
agreed to be tested. This provided the conclusive evidence we needed. I had been vindicated; my gene-
alogy and the family tree | had produced and the claim in my Swaysland Family History in 2008 proved to
be correct.

The below screen dump shows Ivan and Clive Swaysland‘s Y-DNA testing on Mike’s results. The same
would appear on Ivan's and Clive's. These resulted in indicate that they share the common Ancestor.

You may well have thought | stopped there but oh no, | now had the genealogy DNA bug—I was addict-
ed.

&7 MARKERS - 2 MATCHES

Steps Name Most Distant Ancestor Y-DN& Haplegroup Terminal SMP Match Date

md b 1757 d 1841 - 1182012

Mr. lvan Richard Swaysland | E .E‘Y-Eh.ﬂj?

Augustus Swaysland, b, 1757 and d. 1841 R1blaZatatblc Lz 51072012

P Wr. Clive Charles Swaysland (200 & B v-one s

Remembering that | asked my brother Leith to test first, | had not only requested the Y-DNA to be tested
but also the Autosomal DNA as mentioned above. Imagine how excited Clive Swaysland and | were
when the results showed that he and Leith were ‘cousins’! Our further proof that the Australian
Swayslands and the New Zealand Swayslands were related! We were over the moon seeing the re-
sults!

Of course now having become addicted, including myself, my sisters Kaye Mary Keighley, Marion Alice
Gargiulo and my niece Dreenagh Maree Gargiulo all tested. Collectively we all brought in further proof
of the Australian/New Zealand Swaysland relationship as indicated in the matrix below. These results are
obtained by GEDmatch a site which offers comparison tools enabling you to also match against ‘cousins’
who have tested with other companies. In this situation, Clive Charles Swaysland’s daughter Meaghan
Heddle has tested with another company called 23andMe.

The matrix shows approximately how many generations we are apart.

Wale shown is estimated generations to MECA.

Kit name E223767|F220106|F23665T|F24357T4|F248181{F235208|F2 30699 F223609 195340
F123767 |Leith Alan Kelly 12 | 12 | 16 | 13 | 33 | 46 | 40 51
F229196 |Janet Edith Kelly 12 12 | 15 12 | 34 | 69 | 66
F156657 |Marion Alice Gargulo 12 |1 12 10 | 1.1 33 | 45 | 68
F245574 |Dreenagh Maree Gargmlo| 16 | 1.5 1.0 13 | 39 | 67 | 65
F148181 |Kaye Mary Keighley 13 12 | 11 13 33 | 68 | 6.1 7.1
F1552098 |Ivan Richard Swaysland | 33 | 34 | 33 | 39 | 33 10 | 65 7.7
F130699 Michael Evan Swaysland | 46 | 69 | 45 | 6.7 | 68 1.0 7.0
F123609 |Clve Charles Swaysland | 40 | 66 | 68 | 65 | 6.1 65 | 7.0 1.0
M195349|Meaghan Heddle 51 71 9T 1.0

The above matrix also illustrates how random DNA can be. While we receive 50% DNA from each parent,
25% from a grandparent, 12.5% from a great grandparent and so on, it is not an exact science. This ma-
trix illustrates that | did not get as much Swaysland DNA as my brother Leith or sister Marion but | will
have more DNA from one of my many other ancestors than they do. Just one of the intrigues of DNA!
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To date 20 relatives have been happy to be involved in my genealogy with DNA. It is all a work in pro-
gress as more people throughout the world test and are matched on your results and you theirs.

If you can imagine; everyone who tests has a list of ‘cousins’ on their results. These likeminded genealo-
gist, have tested for the same reason as | have and are related through our ancestors (yes you too if you
are reading this in NZ) who emigrated from Scotland, England, Wales and Ireland to America, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand. The fun of the DNA matching is to share your information and working out
how you are related. It can be intriguing and not always straight forward as there are many NPEs the DNA
genealogical term for Non Paternal Events — every family has them!

There is a special group set up to help adoptees find their birth parents and there have been many suc-
cess stories.

When registering for the testing, you also provide the family names that you know are in your family tree
and also your email address to be contacted. | have made contact with many ‘cousins’ as we work
through our family trees to find out exactly how we are related.

DNA testing for genealogy is an intriguing hobby. Not only does it help fill those gaps in your family tree,
you can’t help but learn about genetics. You have to be a bit of a sales person so that you can sell the
idea of testing to your relatives, and if you ever fancied yourself as being a detective, this is the next best
thing.

If you are inspired to understand more about DNA and genealogy, there are many websites on the Inter-
net, just search on the words DNA Genealogy. | can thoroughly recommend it!
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