For Immediate Release

Free Tools for Family History Projects in Schools
Teachers now have access to new internet tools to assist in doing Family History Projects in Schools. This is a popular activity and subject in the curriculum because many parents and grand parents can get actively involved. 
FamNet is an internet based system developed in New Zealand that makes it easy to research, record, and share family history, and put it into the context of world and New Zealand history. It is administered by a Trust. Since its establishment in 2007, FamNet has put together one of the largest collections of New-Zealand family trees on the web. (Now over 15m records - many of your families may already be on the FamNet database. Check for free at www.famnet.org.nz ) 

Access and use is now Free to Schools thanks to the generosity of sponsors and the FamNet Trust. With powerful searching, on-line tree editing, reporting and chart printing facilities, and unique record-level security balancing publication and privacy, FamNet is an essential tool for school family history projects.

Knowing where we’ve come from – our family background – is important to us all, so school pupils do family history projects in primary and secondary schools. Today’s students are computer-literate and internet-savvy: they will turn to the internet to research their ancestors and use computers to tell their family story.
The objectives of “FamNet in Schools” are:
· Help pupils understand their personal history and cultural background
· Find personal links with the past – makes it more interesting
· Make family history fun.
A number of schools have already successfully trialed FamNet for family history projects. Chelsea Primary was the first and you can see what they did by visiting FamNet.
 
If Schools wish to do a family history project, it is suggested they take a minute and visit the website as it has instructions on how to administer and setup the program for a school or class. 
Of course teachers can contact FamNet if they need assistance, and a local member may be available. FamNet have over 7000 members throughout New Zealand and they are keen to help and many are existing or retired teachers.
 
There are simple examples available on the website to help teachers create a set of lesson plans.
 
For more information about the FamNet in Schools program, please visit the website: www.famnet.org.nz
FamNet is also open to anyone wishing to use its tools to search, create and maintain a family tree. Access is free and full use costs only a small annual fee.
Ends
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Contact

FamNet Trust

Mob 027 4592702
Ph 09 4184415
Email: info@famnet.org.nz 
Web:
www.famnet.org.nz  

 
About FamNet Trust

The FamNet Trust is a registered trust formed to preserve Kiwi family histories, on the internet. Our goal: to be the site where Kiwis go first to find their family, and tell their stories. 

The Trust has been granted a license to access a suitable database all Kiwis can use, at the lowest possible cost.
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