Talking to your grandparents

 (and parents and anybody else you can talk to). 

“Talk” may mean talking face to face, telephone, email, or writing letters. I expect your grandparents are like me: they’re really happy to talk to you about the family, delighted to be asked in fact, they just don’t want to bore you and so they’re waiting to be asked.

What do you want to know? Everything! To me, family history isn’t just a list of names and dates – I want to know what sort of lives my ancestors lived, and how these differed from the lives that we live today. You may think of more questions, but here are some to get you started. The questions are just prompts, something to guide the conversation, but let the conversation flow, who knows where it will lead? Perhaps you can record the conversation. Remember that you’re not filling in boxes on a form, you’re writing notes that you’ll want to read later. The more you can get recorded the better. After all, when you are the grandparent these stories will have been be lost for ever unless you’ve recorded them. And don’t think that you have to get it all on the first go. You can go back every few years or as often as you like and update your notes.

 First some questions about the person themselves. 

· When were you born? Where?

· What was the house like that you grew up in? Where was this? If there were several houses, then why did the family move?

· What was your family like? Did you have any brothers and sisters? What did your parents do? 

· Where did you go to school? What was it like? Some grandparents may have had little schooling (even more true with great grandparents), others may have university degrees. The school system in other countries might be different to ours.

· What did you do when you left school? Your grandparent probably had a series of different jobs over their lifetime. This is an opportunity to talk about their life, the different sorts of things that they did. Along the way there might be all sorts of interesting stories.

· Where/when did you meet Granny (or Grandpa if you’re talking to Granny)? Where, when were you married? Where did you live when you were first married? What was this house like? What about when you were bringing up your children. Again, there may be several houses at different stages of their life. Find out about this, why they moved, and so on. They might have even moved to another country, permanently or temporarily. 

You’re not ONLY interested in this person, you also want to know about their family

· What can you tell me about other members of your family? This is an opportunity for you and the grandparent to ask and answer the questions as far as you can for his/her parents and siblings. They may remember back to their grandparents, i.e. your great great grandparents, although some of the details may be sketchy and vague. You can also ask them about their children – and start to build out the tree of your uncles, aunts and cousins. If you get lucky you’ll find a relative who is interested in family history and has already built up a family tree and much of the information that you’re looking for. Either get a copy of this information, or get them to put it into FamNet themselves.

Also

· Collect pictures and copies of family documents (birth certificates etc). These can be added to FamNet to make your family tree more interesting

When you’ve done all this, go through your initial notes putting things into some sort of order, correcting any errors that you find, and so on. If your Word skills are reasonably good you might like to write up the notes as a “Biography” (a story of one person) or “Family History” (a story of a family – several people), perhaps adding the pictures that you’ve gathered into it. Go back to the person you interviewed and give them a copy of what you’ve written. Reading it a week or two later will probably remind them of more things to tell you. 

Upload your notes to the scrapbook for the relevant person. If the document refers to several people on your tree you can attach it to all of them. 
